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EMPLOYMENT FIGURES, ALL-TIME HIGH 

117. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Employment and Training: 
I understand that the number of people employed in Western Australia has recently reached an all-time high.  
Can the minister advise the House what has contributed to this great outcome?   

Mr BOARD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

The employment figures were released today which indicated that at 930 700, Western Australia now has the 
highest number of people ever employed in the State. 

Mr Kobelke:  Full-time jobs fell for the fourth time in a row.  

Mr BOARD:  We will get to that.  It is relevant that in August alone 6 100 people gained work in Western 
Australia. 

Mr Kobelke:  They are all part-time jobs occupied by women, not full-time jobs.  

Mr BOARD:  Twenty-five per cent of all jobs found in Australia last month were in Western Australia.  That 
says something significant about the growth of jobs in Western Australia.  The participation rate in Western 
Australia is the highest in the nation at 66.7 per cent.  Opportunities are increasing and people are gaining 
employment.  

To encourage people who are looking for employment, a record amount of $4.39m has been allocated to the state 
employment assistance program through the 39 Joblink agencies.  They have been particularly successful over 
the past 12 months in finding employment for disabled people and some long-term unemployed ex-offenders.  In 
the past 12 months, as part of a new mature-age program, we have placed over 1 000 people in the 45-year-old 
plus category.  Our nine Aboriginal economic and employment development officers throughout the State are 
also making strong inroads.  Due to a comprehensive program to assist the unemployed and a strong economic 
growth rate in this State people are finding work in Western Australia. 
 


